
Collaborative Projects 
An Interdisciplinary Study 

 

Edited by 
Andy Blunden 

 

BRILL 
LEIDEN BOSTON 

2014 
  



 
 
 

Table of Contents 
 Introduction: 'Collaborative project' 

Andy Blunden 
Origins of the idea of project as a unit of activity ................................ 1 
Project as an interdisciplinary concept ................................................. 5 
The concept of project ........................................................................ 15 

Overview ....................................................................................................... 19 
Research Projects ................................................................................ 19 
Reflections .......................................................................................... 23 
Contributors ........................................................................................ 27 

Part One. Research Projects ................................................................................ 31 
1 The projective method as the basis of continuous education .............. 33 

G. G. Kravtsov & E. E. Kravtsova 
The Golden Key schools ..................................................................... 35 
The program of continuous education ................................................ 39 
Studying Psychology .......................................................................... 40 
Problems of Psychology ..................................................................... 41 

2 The dialectics of collective and individual transformation 
Eduardo Vianna, Naja Hougaard & Anna Stetsenko 
Theoretical grounding of the project .................................................. 46 
Students as emerging activist scholars and agents of change ............. 57 

3 Could Life Be... Producing subjectivity in participation .................... 65 
Morten Nissen 

4 Rhythms of collaboration ................................................................... 81 
Vera John-Steiner 
A.  The dynamics of joint endeavors .................................................. 81 
B.  Collaboration is not groupthink .................................................... 83 
Developmental issues ......................................................................... 86 

5 Seeking to combat educational inequality: The 5th Dimension ......... 89 
Michael Cole & Virginia Gordon & William Blanton 
The 5th Dimension - Origins .............................................................. 89 
The 5th Dimension as a tool of research............................................. 92 
Reflections on the project as mode of research ................................ 104 
Partnerships as the unit of analysis ................................................... 105 

6 Formation of the concept of "Collaborative Learning Space" 
Andy Blunden & Michael Arnold 

7 Mayslake: Starting from scratch ....................................................... 123 
Helena Worthen 
A four-year struggle: Mayslake ........................................................ 125 
What did the struggle accomplish? ................................................... 134 
Conclusion ........................................................................................ 135 

8 The collaborative project of public deliberation 
Ron Lubensky 
Barriers to public deliberation .......................................................... 142 

9 Vygotskian collaborative project of social transformation ............... 151 
Anna Stetsenko & Igor M.  Arievitch 

Collaborative_Projects.pdf
https://www.academia.edu/10062103/The_Dialectics_of_Collective_and_Individual_Transformation_Transformative_activist_research_in_a_collaborative_learning_community_project
CLS_final.pdf
https://www.academia.edu/7323641/The_Collaborative_Project_of_Public_Deliberation


Broad foundations of the Vygotskian project ................................... 154 
Postscriptum ..................................................................................... 162 

10 Change through collaboration 
Jennifer Power 
Competition or cooperation? Three projects .................................... 166 
De-medicalization of AIDS? ............................................................ 170 
Conclusions ...................................................................................... 175 

11 The miracle fiber exposed as a deadly threat 
Lynn Beaton & Andy Blunden 
History of the campaign against asbestos in Australia ..................... 180 
Dying for the boss ............................................................................. 189 
Conflict and collaboration ................................................................ 190 

12 Tahrir: A project(ion) of revolutionary change 
Brecht De Smet 
Past and present ................................................................................ 194 
Inside and outside ............................................................................. 196 
Teleology and immanence ................................................................ 204 
The limits of Tahrir ........................................................................... 206 

Part Two. Reflections .......................................................................................... 211 
13 Alterglobalization and the Limits of Prefigurative Politics .............. 213 

Brecht De Smet 
14 A reflection on the feminist movement 

Lynn Beaton 
15 The peer activist learning community: A peer perspective .............. 221 

Mike Rifino, Keiko Matsuura & Francisco Medina 
16 Reflection on collective and individual transformation .................... 225 

Ron Lubensky 
17 Play through the prism of projects .................................................... 229 

Natalia Gajdamaschko 
18 Human flourishing in developmental education schools 

Chiel van der Veen & Lynne Wolbert 
19 Reflection on complementarity and mutual appropriation ............... 237 

Vera John-Steiner 
20 Spirited collaborations ...................................................................... 241 

Greg Thompson 
21 Emotional commitment .................................................................... 245 

Manfred Holodynski 
22 Projects, activity systems .................................................................. 249 

Helena Worthen 
23 Toward a mesogenetic methodology ................................................ 253 

Michael Cole 
24 Conclusion: Time and activity 

Andy Blunden 
Index  .......................................................................................................... 259 
 

 
 
 

Andy Blunden’s Home Page 

https://www.academia.edu/12117030/Change_through_collaboration_Gay_activism_and_HIV_AIDS_in_Australia
Miracle-Fiber-Exposed.pdf
https://www.academia.edu/3715686/Tahrir_a_Project_ion_of_Revolutionary_Change
https://www.marxists.org/subject/women/authors/beaton/2013/feminism.htm
https://www.academia.edu/6452781/Human_flourishing_in_Developmental_Education_schools_A_collaborative_project_perspective
Conclusion_to_Collaborative_Projects_boo.pdf
../index.htm

	Collaborative Projects
	An Interdisciplinary Study
	Table of Contents


